r. the Right Honcnble, 
The COMMONS in PaxitiamentT aſſembled: 


The Humble Petition of the Native Merchants of England; 


SHEWETH, 

Hat the moſt , and moſt conſiderable Aliens trading as Merchants 
within this Realm, procured themſelves pretendedly Naturalized by 
the uſurping Power in the year 1657. whereby during thoſe Powers 
they had equal Priviledges with Natives, to the ruine of divers Na- 
tives, and to the great Loſs and Diſcouragement of your Petitioners, 

and now endeavour to get themſelves and others d in thoſe Priviledges, 
retending , 

8 I. That b long conſuttude and goo! affettion to this Nation, they obtained Natu- 

rali7 ation. 

11 That they have irrecoverably - their Priviledges in their own Countreys. 

III. That they will bring in C ties cheaper than your Petitioners, 

IV. Thet Bog men art as free in Holland, 4 Natives. 

To all wtuch your Petitioners humbly and truly Anſwer : 

To the firſt, That moſt of the ſaid Aliens are young men, and ſo can plead no 
conſuetude; nor have they ſhewed thcir affection to this Nation, moſt of them re- 
fufing to advance Moneys upon the late Occaſion for His Majeſties Service: but the 
reaſon of their Naturalizing, was to undo your Petitioners who refuſed to comply 
with thoſe Uſurping Powers. 

To the ſecond , The ſaid Aliens neither have, nor can looſe their Priviledges in 
their own Countreys, as was plainly demonſtrated to the Henorable Committee, 
but by this means arc more ſeryiceable unto thoſe Countreys , better reſpeRed, and 
more employed. Our prudent Neighbors have helped by force to take our Ship- 
r of our Trade under other Commi : Andnow there is 

ome hope of peace, they ſend one from a Town to be Naturalized amongſt us, to be 
equal in 1 in Councels, free of all Compan es, that ſothey may 
cheat us out oſ that, which they now have no hope to beat us out of. 

To the third, It was never known that Aliens made plenty and cheapneſs of com- 
modities wha Imporrations, nor can it be imagined that Engliſh Merchants, be- 
ing many thouſands, did, or ever will agree to enhance the prices. Theſe Aliens, if 
naruralized , may indeed afford their commoditics cheaper than your Petitioners, 
and enrich themſelves; becauſe by themſelves and Aliances they will be free Bur- 
gers, both where they buy and where they (ell , and at ſome times may under-ſ(cll 
your Petitioners, on purpoſe to beat us out of any profitable Trade, bur when that's 
effected, they always advance their Prices, and are the moſt uſual Ingroſſers and En- 
hancers of Prices tor all neceflary commodities. 

To the fourth, Englith men are no where admitted unto equal Pciviledges with Na- 
tives in forein countreys, but onely in ſome places where the Natives drive no trade 
themſelves. In Holand our woollen Manufacture, the principal co:nmodity we trade 
with, is ſo loaden with Excize , that we had bettet pay a treble Cuſtom than ſuch 
an Excize : Indeed all Nations are freely admitted in Helend, and the reaſon of 
this free Admiſſion, is from the Countrey it ſelf , and the vaſt difference between 
Holland and England, A man will admit any ſtranger to build upon a Bog, or other 
his waſte Lands without expeRation of Rent for 2 time, but got ſo upon his pro- 
firable Meadows. 


Homored Patriats, The Nai@ralizing theſe Aliens will tranſplant or Trade from Natives to 
Foreigners , plainly demonſtrated to the Honorable (ommitice . ane of then wil free forty 
other Aliens ; bereby your Petitioners the Natives , wow ready and Willing to trade, will be 
mach Sm Hu Majeſtics ancient Revenue diminiſhed, 10000 |. per annum at leaſt, 
u certified by Hu Majefties Cuſtomers, Trade ns Way increaſed, as bath been experienced d- 
ring theſe Aliens three years priviledges. The Natives have Stock ſufficient to drive the 
whole Trade, 4s is confeſſed by the ſaid Aliens. The ſaid Aliens paid but 10 o mas for 
that Proiviledge, and baue gained abrve 200001. clear thereby ; And therefore for preſerve 
tien of the Engliſh mani Trade, pleaſe, that in caſe they be Natwralizedit may Ema 

That every perſon and perſons Naturalized by this Act, whoſe Parents were Aliens, and who 
ſhall trade as Merchants, (hall hereafter pay all manner of Cuſtoms and Duties for their Mer- 
chandize, as Aliens made Denizens by His Majeſties Letters Patents do, or ght to pay, 2ccor- 
ding to the Laws of this Realm. 


